RasMol Workshop Agenda

(Three hours)

(Computers used should have Netscape Navigator, Chime, and RasMol pre-loaded)

FIRST HOUR:

· Hand out list of five or six URLs containing Chime/RasMol images

· Hand out diskettes

· Create Molecules folder on desktop

· Participants use a search engine (dogpile.com) to do a search for chlorophyll + .pdb

· Participants then download the chlorophyll with a .pdb extension into their molecules folder

· Participants then visit each of the URLs listed and load one pdb file from each site into their folders.  (One molecule should be hemoglobin and one molecule should consist of 12 or fewer atoms.)

What this first hour should accomplish:  participants will see impressive chime/rasmol molecules and their animations; they will have a strong beginning list of web-sites where such molecules can be found; they will know how to use a search engine and the .pdb and .mol extensions to find more molecules in the future; they will know how to download such files into their own computers; and they will have a starting collection of molecules that are ready for quick and immediate use in their classes.

SECOND HOUR:

· Participants will copy rasmol file, chime plug-in, and their .pdb collection onto their own diskettes.

· They will then open rasmol and open one of their pdb molecules in rasmol.

· They will use right click pop-up menu to modify the molecule; control + mouse to zoom and translocate it,  etc.

· Finally, they will use the rasmol command bar to set picking ident, set picking bond angle, dots on, change background color, etc.

At the end of this hour, participants will know how to open and modify molecule displays in rasmol and know how to use some rasmol script commands to modify the display.

THIRD HOUR:


This portion of the workshop will introduce web page applications of rasmol


and chime.

a. Participants will open a web page template containing a chime image and will replace the image with one of their own; they will change the title and first sentence of the web page and save the modified page to their diskette.

b. Participants will repeat step a one or two more time so that they have the beginnings of two or three web page molecular presentations for use with their classes.

c. In the final portion of the workshop, participants will be introduced to chime buttons.  They will copy and paste 7 or 8 chime buttons; visit and register with the chime home page, change the target for their pasted buttons, and change the script commands for their pasted buttons.

            There will be a ten-minute break between sessions.

