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Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________

Student Answer Sheet
Can You Grow Money?

	STEP 

1


	After looking through all the details on your state’s agriculture profile, make a list of all the facts that are related to farm economics (making money).

Agricultural Economics facts about my state:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Go directly to the Math Mystery (
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This chart shows how money is spent in farm production.  Use this chart to do the two Math Mystery questions.
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1. What percentage is spent on feed, labor and livestock? Show your work.

2. How much money is spent on farm services, rent and fuel?  Show your work.



	
	(Now return to the Student Directions. 

	STEP

3
	In general, where in the US are most of the farms with the lowest sales?

Do many/most of the counties in your state have lots of farms producing less than $10,000 in sales? (Hint: You might want to look at the attribute table or use your  [image: image2.bmp] tool.)



	STEP 

4


	In general, in what part of the US are most of the farms with the highest sales?

Do many/most of the counties in your state have lots of farms with high sales? (Hint: You might want to look at the attribute table or use your  [image: image3.bmp] tool.)



	STEP

5
	Counties with 100% of farms
with sales less than $10,000
County Name

State

(Tip: You may want to add agcensus.shp and symbolize it more than once to analyze what is farmed in that county.)
Do you notice any trends in the data?

Be sure to clear the selection before proceeding.

Counties with 75% or more of farms
with sales $10,000 - $249,000
County Name

State

Percentage

(Tip: You may want to add agcensus.shp and symbolize it more than once to analyze what is farmed in that county.)
Do you notice any trends in the data?

Be sure to clear the selection before proceeding.
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If the farm sells $55,123 in crops, you have to allocate 1/10 to labor costs, 1/10 to supplies, 1/5 to fuel costs and 3/20 to fertilizer and seeds.  How much money is left?

Show your work.

Is the amount left more than half the sales? (circle one)  YES  or NO



	STEP

6
	What counties/states have farms selling more than 1 million dollars per farm?

What are they farming?



	STEP

7
	Can you grow money?  Can you prove it?  

((Choose one of the  projects to complete:

· You are a student graduating from college with a degree in agriculture.  You would like to one day own a farm but in the meantime you would like to gain experience as an assistant manager or even a farm or ranch hand on a corporate or family farm.  Use the data provided in this lesson to help you decide which county in the US or in your state has strong profit potential and has crops or livestock that interest you.  For extra credit, go online and find job listings in your county and/or setup a traveling itinerary to visit the regions.

· You work for a large corporation that has recently made innovations in the processing of (enter a crop or livestock here).  You are confident you can under-cut most of the processors in the region.  What county or regions do you think will be the best possible place for you to build your first major processing facility?  Use the data provided to examine crop or livestock production and profit potential.

GET ORGANIZED

· What are you going to farm?  
· Where will you farm?
· What kind of money can you expect to make?
· Who will run the farm?
· What will your expenses be?
· Why did you choose this product/crop?
· How will this benefit your county, state or nation?


PAGE  
AEJEE and ArcMap9 version

Page 4 of 4

