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Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________

Student Answer Sheet
Can You Grow Money?

	STEP 

1


	After looking through all the details on your state’s agriculture profile, make a list of all the facts that are related to economics (making money).

Agricultural Economics facts about my state:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

ANSWERS VARY BY STATE
Go directly to the Math Mystery (
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This chart shows how money is spent in farm production.  Use this chart to do the two Math Mystery questions.
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1. What percent is spent on feed, labor and livestock? Show your work.

14.2 + 10.9 + 9.0 = 34.1%

2. How much money is spent on farm services, rent and fuel?  Show your work.

26,300 + 8,000 + 16,400 = $50,700



	
	(Now return to the Student Directions. 

	STEP

3
	In general, where in the US are most of the farms with the lowest sales?

East of the Mississippi River
Are most of the farms in your state producing less than $10,000 in sales?  Your county? (Hint: You might want to look at the attribute table or use your  [image: image2.bmp] tool.)

Answers vary by state


	STEP 

4


	In general, in what part of the US are most of the farms with the highest sales?

Northern/Midwestern states
Are most of the farms in your state producing high sales?  Your county? (Hint: You might want to look at the attribute table or use your  [image: image3.bmp] tool.) answers vary by state and county


	STEP

5
	Counties with 100% of farms
with sales less than $10,000
County Name

State

Menominee

WI

Clear Creek

CO

Storey

NV

Arlington

VA

Boone

WV

San Juan

CO

Leslie

KY

Los Alamos

NM

(Tip: You may want to add agcensus.shp and symbolize it more than once to analyze what is farmed in that county.  Also, refer to the Data Inventory.)
Do you notice any trends in the data? Answers vary
Be sure to clear the selection before proceeding.

Counties with >75% of farms
with sales $10,000 - $249,000
County Name

State

Percentage

New York

NY

100

Kings 

NY

100

Philadelphia

PA

77.78

Bennett

SD

75.76

Suffolk

MA

75.0

(Tip: You may want to add agcensus.shp and symbolize it more than once to analyze what is farmed in that county.)
Do you notice any trends in the data?

Answers vary

Be sure to clear the selection before proceeding.
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If the farm sells $55,123 in crops, you have to allocate 1/10 to labor costs, 1/10 to supplies, 1/5 to fuel costs and 3/20 to fertilizer and seeds.  How much money is left?

Show your work.

1/10 + 1/10 + 1/10 + 1/5  + 3/20 = 11/20 

11/20 x 55,123 = $30,317.65 spent

$55,123.00

-30,317.65

________

$24,805.35 left


Is the amount left more than half the sales? (circle one)  YES  or NO



	STEP

6
	What counties/states have farms selling more than 1 million dollars per farm? KS, CA, TX, AZ

What are they farming?

Cattle, Corn, Wheat


	STEP

7
	GET ORGANIZED

· What are you going to farm?  
· Where will you farm?
· What kind of money can you expect to make?
· Who will run the farm?
· What will your expenses be?
· Why did you choose this product/crop?
· How will this benefit your county, state or nation?
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