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Name: _____________________________ Date: ___________

Student Answer Sheet

Bats in the Neighborhood: Friend or Foe?

	STEP 

1


	Go to http://www.batcon.org.  Click All About Bats, Choose Intro to Bats.  Now explore the Natural History, Behavior Patterns, Navigation, Diversity and FAQs to find answers to these questions.

1. How long have bats been on the earth? 

50 million years.

2. Chiroptera means 

hand wing.

3. Scientists believe that bats are most closely related to primates rather than rodents.

4. Contrary to popular myth, bats around the world don’t eat people, they eat insects, fruit, nectar.

5. How long do bats live? 30-40 years.
6. Bats communicate and navigate like what animals? dolphins  

7. What kind of vessel uses similar technology for navigation? submarine

8. What is guano and how do we use it?

Guano is the collective term used for bat or bird droppings or feces. For many years, people all over the world have been using guano to fertilize their crops. Today, scientists also are able to extract enzymes from bacteria which live only in guano in order to make laundry detergents and other valuable products.

	STEP

3
	Are there any “home bases” in your state? Answers vary

Name the types of bats (common name) in your state:

Answers vary

If there are no bats in your state, find the closest two or three bat “home bases.”  Name the state and type of bats (common name) that are closest to you.Answers vary
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Bats can travel 300 miles or more.  If we assume that the radius of their travel area from the home base is 300 miles.  What is the area of the land that they might cover in their travels?  Show your work. (Tip: it might be helpful to draw a picture of the problem.)

A=3.14r2

A = 3.14  x  300  x  300

A= 282,600 sq. miles



	STEP 

4


	How many different species of bats cover your state? __ Answers vary
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One of the interesting things about bats is their lifespan.  They can live as long as 30 or more years in the wild.  In general they live 3.5 times longer than a mammal of similar size.  Little Brown bats are 1/3 the size of a house mouse and have been recorded living as much as 33 years.  If a house mouse weighs ¾ of an ounce, how heavy is a Little Brown bat?  How long will the house mouse live?  Show your work.

Bat’s Weight 

(1/3  x  ¾) = ¼ oz.

Mouse’s Lifespan

((33/3.5)) = 9.9 years


	STEP

5
	Name of the Bat:

Answers vary

What does the bat eat?

How does this bat get food?

Who knew??? What is an interesting fact about this bat?

____________________________________________

Name of the Bat:

Answers vary

What does the bat eat?

How does this bat get food?

Who knew??? What is an interesting fact about this bat?

_____________________________________________

Name of the Bat:

Answers vary

What does the bat eat?

How does this bat get food?

Who knew??? What is an interesting fact about this bat?

___________________________________________

Name of the Bat:

Answers vary

What does the bat eat?

How does this bat get food?

Who knew??? What is an interesting fact about this bat?
Bonus: Which species covers the greatest area?
Little Brown Myotis

	STEP

6
	What do you think?  Are the bats in your area friends or foes?

  In spite of their reputation, now you have the facts.  Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper citing at least three reasons to support your opinion along with some great facts about the bats near your area.  Your letter should be accompanied by a map of bats that are indigenous to your area.

Answers vary
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	Rabbit Trails
In your own words, how do scientists choose animal names?

Answers vary

Under MORE, Click Scientific Name Word List 

Make up a scientific name for yourself!
Still got time to spare?

Check out this information about Austin, Texas. http://www.austincityguide.com/content/congress-bridge-bats-austin.asp
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