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We Are the World: A Look at Demographics

	
	What are Demographics?  We hear that word in the news or quoted in magazines, even marketing and advertising folks are obsessed with “demographics.”  Let’s figure out what they are and why they are important.



	STEP

1


	( Let’s start with an encyclopedia definition.  FactMonster offers a nice definition.  Open your internet browser and go to www.factmonster.com  .  Then search for “demographics.”  

(As you read, take notes and answer the questions on your Student Answer Sheet.



	STEP

2
	Now that we have a definition of demographics, we can look at these statistics on the map.  We’re ready to start MyWorld to do some GIS work!
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Start MyWorld.  You will have a small window come up.  

Click Get Started. 

Click File, Open, Navigate to demographics.m3vz (consult your instructor for its location).
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	STEP

3


	Select the World Cities layer from the layer list by clicking its name.  The layer box will turn white with a yellow outline.  When you want to change the look or get information about a layer, you’ll need to select it in this way.
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Open the Attribute Table.  Look at the data available in this layer. Do you see demographics information?  Do the same for the countries.  
(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to answer questions.


	STEP

4
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Let’s turn off the cities and countries layers.  As you can see, data we think might be helpful are not always the best for the job.  Let’s look at some data layers that ARE helpful.
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Turn on World Populated Places and Countries (with Demographic Trends) in your layer list by clicking the box at the right of the layer.  These layers show us populated places in the world and statistics for in the world by country and year. 
Let’s investigate infant mortality first so that we can see where the most infant deaths in the world are.  Turn off World Populated Places.  Select Countries (with Demographic Trends) in the layer list.  Choose Infant Mortality (1995-2000) from the Fill Color drop down menu.  This will display the data so that we see what percentage of infant deaths for each country in that time period.
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Turn on World populated places.  Is there a connection between these two data sets?  Zoom in to explore.
(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to answer a question.
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Math Mystery

(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to solve the Math Mystery. 

	STEP

5
	( Now let’s examine the best places to live if you want to live a longer life.  Life expectancy gives an average value of how long people live in that country.  
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Turn off World Populated Places and turn on Countries (with Demographic Trends)
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 Zoom out to the global view.
Change the fill color for Countries (with Demographic Trends) to Life Expectancy (2000-2005).
(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to answer two questions.


	STEP

6
	Change the fill color to Literacy Rate (2000-2005). This layer is showing you what percentage of people in that country can read.

What do these data add to the story of the world’s demographics? Record your answer on your Student Answer Sheet
Be sure to use the [image: image9.png]


tool (information tool) also to browse the data from the map view.  This tool tells you what is in the data attribute table without opening the entire table.

(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to answer two questions.


	
	Math Mystery

(Go to your Student Answer Sheet to solve the Math Mystery. 
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	STEP

7


	We’ve learned some interesting things about our world.  Let’s try to apply what we’ve learned so far to some real situations.

· Go to your Student Answer Sheet to solve two of these real-world problems.


	BONUS

(
	Want to explore more of the data? Use the skills that you’ve learned here to symbolize the map and learn more about YOUR world.  Create a problem that other data might help solve.  Explain your process.
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